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Changes in S2 Streaming Process (since 2017)

ÅPre-streaming survey conducted in May 2017 (to 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
aspirations)

ÅStudents choose the subject combination they want 
rather than the class they want



Changes in S3 Subject Combination (since 
2017)

ÅPure Physics + C Science (Chem/Bio) Combination

ÅAt least 1 Pure Science subject for all 3 Express Classes

ÅStudents have a choice to offer 7 or 8 subjects (even 
for Triple Science Students)



Compulsory Subjects
Subjects Instructions Criteria

English Language
Elementary Mathematics
Mother Tongue

Standard subjects:    
no need to choose

NA

Combined Humanities

Social Studies/ Geography 
Elective

Choose 1
Geography: Pass

Social Studies/       History 
Elective

History: Pass

Science

Pure Chemistry

Choose 1

English, Maths & 
Science> B3

Combined Science 
(Chemistry, Biology)

NA
Combined Science: 
(Physics, Chemistry)



Elective Subjects

Subjects Instructions Criteria

Pure Science

Pure Physics 

Canbe offeredwith Combined 
Science (Chemistry, 
Biology)or Pure Chemistry

Optional subject

Math >A2
English & Science > B3

English >A2
Maths& Science > B3

Pure Biology

Can beoffered with Combined 
Science (Physics, Chemistry)

English & Maths> A2

Pure Physics & Pure Biology

Can be offered with Pure 
Chemistry



Elective Subjects

Subjects Instructions Criteria

Pure Humanities/    
Additional
Mathematics

Pure Geography

Choose 1

Geography & 
History > B3 

Pure Literature Literature > B3

Additional Mathematics Maths> B3 

C&T/ POA
Art or D&T or F&N

Optional subject

Art/ D&T/ Home 
Economics > B3 

Principles of Accounts Maths> B3

HCL Higher Chinese Optional subject HCL > B4



Which Science Combination should I choose?

1 Science 2 Sciences 3 Sciences

ÅCombined Science ÅCombinedScience + Pure 
Science

or 
Å2 Pure Sciences

Å3 PureSciences

ÅAverage interest and 
aptitude for Science

ÅKeen to pursue non-science 
related course in Poly

ÅStrong interest and aptitude
for relevant Sciences offered 
in the combination.

ÅKeen to pursue H2 Science at 
A-Level

ÅVery strong interest and 
aptitude for all 3 Sciences. 
Scienceis my strength.

ÅKeen to pursue H2 Science at 
A-Level



FAQ 1

ÅMy child did not do that well in terms of meeting the subject criteria 
for certain subjects that he intended to apply.  Will the school 
consider lowering the criteria?
ÅThe setting of qualifying criteria is to safeguard our students from offering 

subjects that are beyond their ability to cope. Hence, the school will approach 
this on a case-by-case basis.



Entry Requirement (JC)

L1R5

L1 English orHigher Chinese

R1 Humanities

R2 Maths/ Science 

R3 Humanities/ Maths/Science

R4 Any othersubject

R5 Any other subject

1. Grades for HCL and CL cannot be used together in L1R5 computation

2. To read H2 Science in JC, student must have either a pass in the relevant Pure Science subject 
or a Distinction (Grades 1-2) in the relevant Combined Science Subject



Cut-Off Points



FAQ2

ÅDo I need to do Triple Science in JC to qualify for Medicine?
ÅNo, you need a GOOD PASS in H2 Chemistry + a PASS in either H2 Physics or 

H2 Biology.
ÅThere is no longer a Triple Science Combination in JC. There is also no H2 

Physics + H2 Biology combination, as H2 Chemistry is the compulsory Science 
subject for students offering two H2 Sciences.

ÅDo I need to do Triple Science in Sec School to qualify for Medicine?
ÅNo, you only need to qualify for two H2 Sciences in JC (Chemistry + Physics or 

Biology)
ÅTo qualify for that, you need a PASS in 2 Pure Sciences or a PASS in 1 Pure 

Science + a Distinction in 1 Combined Science



Entry Requirement (MI)

L1R4

L1 English orHigher Chinese

R1 Humanities/ Maths/Science

R2 Humanities/ Maths/Science

R3 Any othersubject

R4 Any other subject

ÅGrades for HCL and CL cannot be used together in L1R4 computation



Entry Requirement (Poly)

ELR2B2

Aggregate Type ELR2B2-A ELR2B2-B ELR2B2-C ELR2B2-D

EL English

R2 Group 1 ÅGroup1 
subjects

ÅMathematics
ÅAdditionalMathematics

Group 2 ÅGroup 2 
subjects

ÅGroup 2 
subjects

ÅGroup 2 
subjects

ÅGroup 2 
subjects



Entry Requirements to Polytechnics (L1R2B2)
ELR2B2 : For Polytechnic Courses

Aggregate Type ELR2B2-A ELR2B2-B ELR2B2-C ELR2B2-D

EL English

R2

1st Group of Relevant Subjects

Art / Art & Design / Media Studies 

Business Studies / Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise Development 

Combined Humanities / Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Elementary Mathematics

Additional Mathematics

2nd Group of Relevant Subjects

Elementary Mathematics / Additional 

Mathematics 

Art / Art & Design / Media Studies / Design 

Studies / Creative 3D Animation / Design & 

Technology / Food & Nutrition 

Business Studies / Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise Development / Principles of 

Accounts 

Combined Humanities / Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Chinese / Malay / Tamil

Art / Art & Design / Media 

Studies 

Business Studies / 

Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise 

Development / / Principles of 

Accounts 

Combined Humanities / 

Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Combined Science / Biology / 

Chemistry / Physics / 

Biotechnology / Fundamentals 

of Electronics 

Computer Studies  / Creative 

3D Animation  / Design & 

Technology / Engineering 

Science / Food & Nutrition 

Art / Art & Design /  Design 

Studies Media Studies

Combined Science / Biology / 

Chemistry / Physics / 

Biotechnology / Fundamentals 

of Electronics 

Computer Studies  / Creative 

3D Animation  / Design & 

Technology / Engineering 

Science / Food & Nutrition 

B2 Best 2 other subjects excluding CCA



Entry Requirements to Polytechnics (L1R2B2)
ELR2B2 : For Polytechnic Courses

Aggregate Type ELR2B2-A ELR2B2-B ELR2B2-C ELR2B2-D

EL English

R2

1st Group of Relevant Subjects

Art / Art & Design / Media Studies 

Business Studies / Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise Development 

Combined Humanities / Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Elementary Mathematics

Additional Mathematics

2nd Group of Relevant Subjects

Elementary Mathematics / Additional 

Mathematics 

Art / Art & Design / Media Studies / Design 

Studies / Creative 3D Animation / Design & 

Technology / Food & Nutrition 

Business Studies / Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise Development / Principles of 

Accounts 

Combined Humanities / Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Chinese / Malay / Tamil

Art / Art & Design / Media 

Studies 

Business Studies / 

Commerce / Economics / 

Intro to Enterprise 

Development / / Principles of 

Accounts 

Combined Humanities / 

Geography / History / 

Literature / Music 

Combined Science / Biology / 

Chemistry / Physics / 

Biotechnology / Fundamentals 

of Electronics 

Computer Studies  / Creative 

3D Animation  / Design & 

Technology / Engineering 

Science / Food & Nutrition 

Art / Art & Design /  Design 

Studies Media Studies

Combined Science / Biology / 

Chemistry / Physics / 

Biotechnology / Fundamentals 

of Electronics 

Computer Studies  / Creative 

3D Animation  / Design & 

Technology / Engineering 

Science / Food & Nutrition 

B2 Best 2 other subjects excluding CCA

Art
C Humanities
P Geography
P Literature

E Maths
A Maths
Art
D&T
F&N
POA
C Humanities
P Geography
P Literature
Mother Tongue

Art
POA
C Humanities
P Geography
P Literature

C Science
P Biology
P Chemistry
P Physics
D&T
F&N

Art
D&T 
F&N
C Science
P Biology
P Chemistry
P Physics

E Maths
A Maths



Where can I find out more information about 
Post-Secondary Courses? 

www.moe.gov.sg

















S3 Subject Combination- An Overview

STANDARD 
SUBJECTS

English
E Maths

MTL

SCIENCE

4 Options

COMBINED
HUMANITIES

Social 
Studies 

+ 
Geography 

Elective
or 

History 
Elective

A MATHS/ P 
HUMANITIES

A Maths 
Or P 

Geography/ 
P Literature

CRAFT & 
TECH/ 
POA

Art 
F&N
D&T
POA

HCL

HCL 

ELECTIVES



Science Combinations (S3 2018)

3 Truth

P Chemistry
P Physics
P Biology

3 Charity

P Chemistry
P Physics

3 Compassion

Science 
(Chem/Phy)
P Biology

3 Integrity

Science 
(Chem/Bio)
P Physics



Elective Subjects (S3 2018)

3 Truth 3 Charity

Art
F&N

P Geo
P Lit
POA

3 Compassion

Art
D&T
F&N

P Geo
P Lit
POA

3 Integrity

Art
D&T
F&N

P Geo
P Lit
POA



Streaming Survey 2017



Streaming Survey 2017



Streaming Survey 2017



Streaming Survey 2017



Streaming Survey 2017



Choosing the Right Subject Combination

Å/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ interests, strengths 
and aspiration

Å/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ability to cope with 
the chosen combination

ÅEntry requirement for the 
post-secondary course of 
his/her choice

Interest

AspirationStrength



What’s the Right Subject Combination for Me?

STRENGTH ASPIRATIONINTEREST



Sometimes, Interest and Strength may not 
align with Aspiration

STRENGTH ASPIRATIONINTEREST



Choose based on your own 
preference and standing.

Do not strategize! 



Information on New Sec 3 Express Subjects

ÅCombined Humanities

ÅPure Geography

ÅEnglish Literature

ÅAdditional Mathematics

ÅPrinciples of Accounts

ÅArt 

ÅDesign & Technology

ÅFood & Nutrition

Åhttp://www.seab.gov.sg/pages/nationalExaminations/GOL/School_Candida
tes/syllabus.asp



Combined Humanities

ÅHumanities(Social Studies, Geography) or 

ÅHumanities(Social Studies, History) 

ÅStudents offering Pure Geography must choose SS + History Elective

ÅStudents may offer an additional Humanities subject (such as Pure 
Geography) only if they are able to cope; it is a misconception that if they 
don't do well in one Humanities subject, they may be pulled up the other 
one. More often than not, students end up not doing well in both.

ÅDoing History elective helps students in Social Studies, because the source-
based questions in both these two papers have similar assessment 
requirements.



Social Studies (2272 or 2273)

ÅAims to prepare our students to be citizens of tomorrow by helping them to better 
understand the interconnectedness of Singapore and the world they live in, and 
appreciate the complexities of the human experience.

ÅOverview (3 key issues):
ÅIssue 1: Exploring Citizenship and Governance
ÅIssue 2: Living in a Diverse Society
ÅIssue 3: Being Part of a Globalised World

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Knowledge with Understanding
2. Interpreting and Evaluating Sources / Given Information
3. Constructing Explanations

ÅAssessment
Å1 paper (1 hr 45 min)
ÅSection A: (35 marks) One source-based case study testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 2
ÅSection B: (15 marks) One structured-response question testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 3



History Elective (2273)
ÅSeeks to develop in students a critical appreciation of past human experiences and connections 

between the past and present, by helping learners to become balanced, discerning, empathetic, 
enquiring, knowledgeable and methodical individuals able to make well-reasoned arguments and 
decisions. 

ÅOverview (2 units)
1. Unit 1 ςThe World in Crisis 
What forces and developments changed Europe and the AsiaςPacific in the first half of the 20th century? 
1. Unit 2 ςBi-Polarity and the Cold War 
How did the Cold War impact the world order in the post-1945 years? 

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Deploy Knowledge
2. Construct Explanation and Communicate Historical Knowledge
3. Interpret and Evaluate Source Materials

ÅAssessment
Å1 paper (1 hr 40 min)
ÅSection A: (30 marks) Source-Based Case Study 
ÅSection B: (20 marks) Structured-Essay Questions



Geography Elective (2272)
ÅFocus on the integrative study of physical and human environments to enable students to gain a better 

understanding of their own space and other parts of the world, as well as the interconnectedness among 
groups of people, and between people and their environment. 

ÅOverview (6 key concepts)
1. Space
2. Place
3. Scale
4. Physical and Human Processes
5. Environmental and cultural diversity 
6. Interdependence

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Knowledge 
2. Critical Understanding and Constructing Explanation 
3. Interpreting and Evaluating Geographical Data

ÅAssessment
Å 1 paper (1 hr 40 min)
ÅSection A: (13 marks) Structured question on Global Tourism or Variable Weather and Climate
ÅSection B: (12 marks) Structured question on Global Tourism or Variable Weather and Climate
ÅSection C: (25 marks) Structured question on Living with Tectonic Hazards or Food Resources 



Pure Geography (2236)
ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1 (1 hr 40 min) (50%)
ÅSection A: (25%) Structured question on Geographical Investigations

ÅSection B: (25%) Structured question on Coasts or Global Tourism

ÅPaper 2 (1 hr 30 min) (50%)
ÅSection A: (25%) Structured question on Living with Tectonic Hazards or Variable 

Weather and Climate 

ÅSection B: (25%) Structured question on Food Resources or Health and Diseases



Pure Geography vs Geography Elective

ÅBoth offers the same depth but Pure Geography has 6 topics whereas 
Elect Geography has 4 topics.

ÅGeography Elective covers 4 topics: Plate Tectonics, Weather Climate, 
Food and Tourism; Pure Geography has additional topics of Health & 
Diseases and Coasts.

ÅPure Geography has 2 Full Papers for their exams but Geography 
Elective has only 1

ÅHowever, there is a Geographical Investigation (GI) component which 
is different in Geography Elective and Pure Geography. As such, it is 
NOT advisable for those offering Full Geography to simply 'drop' Pure 
Geography and take up Geography Elective.



Literature in English (2065)
ÅAims to enable students to discover the joys of reading Literature, appreciate the aesthetic value 

of language, and engage personally with a variety of texts and draw connections between self, 
texts and the world in order to develop intellectual, emotional, socio-cultural, and global 
awareness.

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Demonstrate, through close analysis, knowledge of the literary texts studied
2. Respond with knowledge and understanding to a variety of literary texts of different forms
3. 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ
4. meanings
5. Communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to what is read; and
6. Express responses clearly and coherently, using textual evidence where appropriate.

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1 (1 hr 40 min): Prose and Unseen Texts (e.g. Amy Tan: The Joy Luck Club)

Å Section A: Prose (25%) Answer 1 question from 7 set texts
Å Section B: Unseen Prose and Poetry (25%)- Answer 1 question based on an unseen prose extract or an unseen poem

ÅPaper 2 (1 hr 30 min): Drama (e.g. George Bernard Shaw: Pygmalion)
Å Based on 1 out of 6 set texts, answer 1 compulsory passage-based question (25%), and
Å 1 essay question (25%)



Literature in English (2065)

ÅCan be used as a Humanities subject for L1R5 computation. It can 
ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
become critical readers.

ÅAble to study some classics in greater depth e.g. novels, plays, unseen 
prose & poems written by good and famous writers & award winners.

ÅOne can be more analytical & philosophical, and be able to 
understand human nature & psychology. Students of Literature may 
be inspired to become famous Singapore or International writers, 
poets or playwrights or best sellers!



FAQ 3

ÅIs it compulsory to include Humanities in the computation of L1R5, 
and if so, which Humanities subject should be included?
ÅYesΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ah9Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

in the L1R5 computation. 

ÅIf your child is doing only Combined Humanities, then Combined Humanities 
will be included. 

ÅIf he is doing Pure Literature or Pure Geography in addition to Combined 
Humanities, he will have a choice to include either one or both Humanities 
subjects.



FAQ 4

ÅHow important are the Humanities subjects for admission to 
Polytechnics?
ÅIf your child is applying for admission to courses in commerce and business, 

mass media and communications, and psychology, a good grade in 
Humanities will stand him in good steadas these courses will require him to 
read widely and to have good analytical and writing skills. 



Additional Mathematics (4047)
ÅPrepares students adequately for A-Level H2 Mathematics, where a strong foundation in 

algebraic manipulation skills and mathematical reasoning skills are required. Besides 
conceptual understanding and skill proficiency in the content, the development of 
process skills such as reasoning, communication and connections, thinking skills and 
heuristics are also emphasised. 

ÅOverview (3 strands)

1. Algebra

2. Geometry and Trigonometry 

3. Calculus

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Understand and apply mathematical concepts and skills in a variety of contexts 
2. Analyse information; formulate and solve problems, including those in real-world contexts
3. Solve higher order thinking problems

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1 (2 hr): 11ς13 questions of varying marks and lengths (44 %)
ÅPaper 2 (2 hr 15 min): 9-11 questions of varying marks and lengths (56 %)



FAQ 5

ÅIs Additional Mathematics very important for admission to JCs and 
Polytechnics?
ÅIt is a requirement for H2 Mathematics in JC but some JCs may consider 

allowing students with only GCE ΨhΩ level Elementary Mathematics to study 
H2 Math in JC if the students qualify for the Science Stream. 

ÅFor polys, either Elementary Maths and Additional Maths can be used for 
ELR2B2 group 1 R2 subjects

ÅCan my child take Additional Mathematics as a private candidate 
concurrently if he did not meet the pre-requisite?
ÅNo. School candidate are not allowed to sign up other subjects as a private 

candidate in the national examination.



Principles of Accounts (7175)
ÅAims to provide students with a meaningful basic introduction to financial accounting 

and to develop an appreciation of the discipline of accounting. It also emphasizes on the 
understanding and application of accounting knowledge to develop lifelong skills and 
values that will be of value in the increasingly complex world of business. 

ÅOverview-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴΧ 
1. Preparing
2. Communicating
3. Using 
accounting information

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Knowledge and Comprehension 
2. Application 
3. Analysis and Synthesis 
4. Evaluation 

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1 (1 hr): Answer 3 out of 4 Compulsory Questions (40%)
ÅPaper 2 (2 hr): includes 1 compulsory question on preparation of financial statement (60%)



Art (6123)
ÅAims to to provide students with the opportunity to give form and meaning to their 

ideas, thoughts and feelings through visual and tactile forms. Visual literacy skills such as 
perceiving and responding to visual images, and analysis of visual information in its many 
forms are also developed.

ÅOverview (3 domains)
1. Perceiving
2. Communicating
3. Appreciating

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Gathering and Investigation of Information 
2. Exploration and Development of Ideas/Concepts 
3. Aesthetic Qualities 
4. Selection and Control of Materials and Technical Processes 
5. Personal Response 

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1: Coursework (60%)
ÅPaper 2: Drawing & Painting (3 hr): questions will be given to students 3 weeks in advance (40%)



Design & Technology (new syllabus from 2019)

ÅAims to develop positive values and dispositions for enterprise, creativity and 
innovation through research and exploration, idea conceptualisation and 
development, communication, working with materials and tools in response to 
needs identified. It also aims to develop an awareness of design in social, cultural 
and environmental areas. 

ÅAssessment Objectives: 

1. Knowledge with understanding 

2. Design thinking skills 

3. Design manipulating skills 

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1: 2 hr Written Paper (40%)

ÅPart A: One case-based design question set based mainly on the design content section (26 marks)

ÅPart B: 3 questions on Structures, Mechanisms and Electronics (54 marks)

ÅPaper 2: Design Project (60%) ς22 weeks for O level



Food & Nutrition (6087)
ÅAims to develop studentsΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ the concepts of nutrition and 

meal planning, the link between diet and health, the principles of food 
science, and to equip them with the knowledge and skills to make 
informed decisions concerning food and nutrition 

ÅAssessment Objectives: 
1. Knowledge and Understanding (Paper 1)
2. Analysis, Planning, Application and Evaluation in a given Coursework Task (Paper 2)

ÅAssessment
ÅPaper 1: 2 hr Written Paper (40%)
ÅSection A: short-answer type questions 
ÅSection B: structured type questions 
ÅSection C: open-ended type questions 

ÅPaper 2: Coursework (60%)
ÅAssignment given at the start of the year, to be completed by July/August under teacher 

supervision. 
ÅFinal folio of investigation and findings not exceeding 50 pages to be submitted. 



What’s Next? 

ÅSec 3 Subject Talk (May)

ÅStreaming Preference Survey (July)

ÅStreaming Option Talk for Students (Monday 22 Oct)

ÅStreaming Exercise (30 Oct ς9 Nov)



Thank you for coming!


